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15 Decenber 195k
MENCRANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT : Conference with Regard to Publication of the Opinions of
Genersl Counsel

REFERENCE¢ Mamo to Senior Officials from OGC dated 13 Dec. 1954, subjeat
as abova.,

1. Referenced memorandum convened subject conference this date. The
undersigned attended sp representative of the I8. The following explanations
and decisions were the substance of the conferences

&. The opinions to be published will be those which, in the
opinion of the General Counsel, are of imterest generally because
they involve situstions vhich msy erise in a nunber of componenta.
Periodically, Gensrsl Counsel will review the opinions it has
rendered and select those which seem to meet the oriteria of
general interest. Where the fact situstion involves a DD/P
employee or component, DD/P will be consulted prior to issuance.

b. It wvms agreed that it would de helpful to recipients to
alter the proposed formet Ly separsting the statement of "facts”
from the body of the opinion. The opinions will be presented
in distinot sub-sections labelled ":tmtu“‘ "spplicable law or
regulations,” "disaussion,” and "opiniom.

¢. Initislly, distridbution will be to sdministretive and
executive designees or components st the office, sres division,
senior steff, or BD/A functional division level. Beventy-five
copies will be released initislly. Between 10 and 15 opinions
per month can be sxpected at first. The anticipated delay between
the writing of an opinion and its delivery to distridbutees is six
weeks, but the office requesting the opinion will receive it as
soon as it {s written.

d. It wms felt that thare might be same problems arising from
sterilisation if scme reciplents attempted to get additional facts
based on & guess &8 to which component or employee was the real
companent or emplayes disguised in the opinion. If this becomes
& problem; OOC will take steps to assure that all questions concern-
ing epinions will initielly be directed to and ansvered only by OGC.
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#. OGC will anoounce the initistlion of its printed opinicn
progras by s memoraasdum to indtial distributees polntisg outl ibs
ressons for publishing the opinione and the limitatioms of their
effect. Comeurrentiy, snd by CIA Hotice, o group larger than the
75 original distributees {(down to bransch and secticm ehdefs) will
be advised that OCC ocpinions sre being published snd made avalilsbie
to senior componentz. Finally, sach copy of esch opinien wilil
contein & cavest thet ihe opinion supplements snd does s0t take e
place of the Public Law, Agency Hegulation, or other such muterial
which 1t seesks to intarpret.

L. It was agreed that diztributess should be sllowed to work
out their own system for filicg these opinions and thatl there shouid
be no reguirement that the opinicus be compiled in = biader by
recipients nor treated ss comtrolled documents except for OUD = recors
a8 o initial reciplents. To ssalist in relating opinicss to each
other and to Agency Reguistioms, sny opinica dearing apon snoiber
opinioa will note thet fact smd the Agency Begalstion izvelved, 17
agy, wiil be aoted in = separste block.

Z+ %o cpinioms will be clmssified higher than secret.

2. All present sgreed that ths proposed publiecation of 08C gpinices vwas
& major step forvard and would assist ia building that body of sdministrative
experisnce for the lack of which msny Agency sdminlistraters and superviscrs
are novw opersting in scomvhet of & wacam. It was suggested that, sfter tke
OGC opinions had been svallable leng enough to provide some experiencs ss io
thelr useluinese, other y administrative of fices with recurrent grotolens
involving interpretation (e.g., Medical end Finsnce) might sensider simiisr

publisstion.

Attacimant
Rel. memn
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